
Great Inventions



Building Background    Inventions

Write the great inventions that you know in history.
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Building Background    Text Organization

Write the correct words from the Word Bank.
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Answer the questions.

1. What do you think is the most useful invention?

2. What do you think is the newest invention?

3. What do you think will be invented soon?

inventions

wheel                         telephone                         tool

[ Word Bank ]

1. It is the first great invention.

2. It helps people carry heavy things.

3. It lets people talk to each other wherever they live. 

tool

wheel

telephone



Building Vocabulary    Key Words
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Building Vocabulary    High- Frequency Words  of, one, from, by

Look at the picture and circle the correct sentence.

1. 

Find and circle the words.

The wheel is one of the greatest inventions.
The telephone is one of the greatest inventions.

2. 

Years ago people traveled by horse.
People began to travel by car.

3. 

Today many tools are powered by electricity.
People made early tools from stones.

s t o r e q w e r i
t y u i o p a s d n
c f g p r e s s h f
a j k l z x c v b o
r n t o u c h m q r
r m n b v c x z l m
y k g a i n j h g a
f d s a p o i u y t
t s t o n e r e w i
q w e r t y u i p o
d i s t a n c e o n

stone                 carry                 press                 touch

store            information           gain           distance

[ Word Bank ]
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Comprehension    Comprehension Check

Read the paragraph and circle the correct answer.
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Comprehension    Comprehension Check

Look at the pictures and write the differences between the early tools
and today’s tools.

Great Inventions䤎7

1. What is the best title of this paragraph?

① Telephone ② Airplane ③ Inventions

2. What might follow this paragraph?

① some examples of great inventions in the history
② an early airplane and today’s airplane

An invention is when
something new and useful
is made for the first time.
People have been inventing
things for a long time.

Read the sentences and fill in the blanks with one common word.

_______ were the first great invention. 

People made early _______ from stones.

Mark ( )  on Yes or No.

1. The wheel is one of the greatest inventions.   

2. Before the wheel was invented people had to carry
heavy things.

3. Wheels made work harder.

Yes 䤪 No 䤪

Yes 䤪 No 䤪

Yes 䤪 No 䤪

Early tools were

Today many tools are

tools

made from stones.

powered by electricity.



Comprehension    Comprehension Check

Look at the pictures and circle the correct answer.

8䤎Four Corners Workbook

Comprehension    Comprehension Check

Read the paragraph and circle the correct answer.
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1.  What are these in the pictures?

① computers ② printing press ③ wheels

2.  Before this invention, how did people make books?

① People had to write out books by hand.

② People had to print copies of books.
1. What is the best title of this paragraph?

① Computer ② Car ③ Telephone

2.  What is the synonym of the underlined word?

① carry ② horse ③ trip

3.  Which one is true from this paragraph?

① Years ago people traveled by cars.
② After the car was invented, people began to travel further

from home.

1.  What is the invention that lets people talk to each other wherever

they live?

① a wheel ② a car ③ a telephone

2.  What is the invention that helps people travel further from home?

① printing press ② a car ③ a computer

Circle the correct answer.

Years ago people traveled by horse and buggy. It took a long time
to get from one place to another. Then the car was invented. The
car took less time to travel the same distance so people began to
travel further from home.



Comprehension    Comprehension Check

Look at the pictures and read the sentences. Then number the
sentences in order.
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Comprehension    Comprehension Check

Read each sentence and mark ( ) on True or False.

Great Inventions䤎11

( ) → ( ) → ( ) → ( )

1. Before the wheel was invented people had to carry
heavy things. 

2. Printing press could print many copies of a book
very quickly.

3. Before telephones were invented, it was easy for
people to stay in touch.

4. The car took less time to travel the same distance
than before.

5. Today people make tools from stones and woods.

Answer the questions in your own words.

1. How does the personal computer help people?

2. What is the invention that links personal computers and shares
information?

Write the names of the inventions.

(1) Today everyone can gain information by using the Internet.
(2) The personal computer is a recent invention.
(3) It helps people store and use information.
(4) People also invented ways to link PCs and share information.

True 䤪 False 䤪

True 䤪 False 䤪

True 䤪 False 䤪

True 䤪 False 䤪

True 䤪 False 䤪

It helps people store and use information.

the Internet.

2 3 4 1 wheel hammer computer

telephone car
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Writing   Dreaming InventionBuilding Sentence Structure    Was & Were

Look at the pictures and circle the correct words. Draw a picture of your dream invention.

Write about your dream invention above.

1. 

Tools (was were) the great invention.

2. 

Before the wheel (was were) invented
people had to carry heavy things.

3. 

Then the printing press (was were) invented.

4. 

We (was were) going to play catch.

5. 

Jenny (was were) sick.

My invention is

It will help people
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MEMOListening Practice

Listen to the sentence and fill in the blanks.

Listen to the paragraph and fill in the blanks.

1. People made early __________ from __________.

2. The __________ is one of the greatest inventions.

3. Telephones let people talk to each other __________ they live.

4. Years ago people traveled by __________ and __________.

5. Today everyone can gain information by using the __________.

6. An __________ is when something __________ and __________ is made for the first

time. People have been inventing things for a long time.

7. Before the wheel was __________ people had to __________ heavy things. Wheels

made work __________.

8. Once, people had to write out books __________ __________. This took a long time.

__________ the printing __________ was invented. It could print many __________ of

a book very quickly.

9. The car took __________ time to travel the same __________ so people began to

travel __________ from home.

10. The personal __________ (PC) is a __________ invention. It helps people

__________ and __________ information. People also invented ways to __________

PCs and share information.

tools stones

wheel

wherever

horse buggy

new useful

wheel 

easier

by

press copiesThen

less distance

further

computer recent

store use link

hand

carry

invention

Internet
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